Brain Na+ K+ ATPase and cholesterol in acute experimental trypanosomiasis.
Brain Na+ K+ ATPase activity has been found to decrease in experimental trypanosomiasis in rats infected with Trypanosoma congolense. Some physical features that affect membrane fluidity were also observed to be altered. The levels of cholesterol in the brain and free fatty acids in the serum were found to increase in the infected animals. These findings might be relevant to the development of brain lesions.